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Indian lands, even within the States, exclusively belonged, were incessant and urgent. Piecemeal acquisitions, to end in getting the whole, were the constant effort, and it was evident that the encumbered States and Territories would not, and certainly ought not, to be satisfied until all their soil was open to settlement and subject to their jurisdiction. To the Indians themselves it was equally essential to be removed. The contact and pressure of the white race was fatal to them. They had dwindled under it, degenerated, become depraved, and whole tribes extinct or reduced to a few individuals, wherever they attempted to remain in the old States, and could look for no other fate in the new ones."
The manner in which the colonial government dealt with the Indians and the rule established in some of the States, including the States of Tennessee and Georgia, holding that infidels (savages) could acquire no rights by possession against Christian discoverers, is not a pleasant incident in American history. But one of the brightest pages in our history as a nation is to be found in the monument which the great American jurist, Marshall, erected for himself as Chief Justice in setting aside the doctrine that Christianity should be carried by the sword into all infidel countries. The opinion of Chief Justice Catron in the Foreman Case, holding that the charters granted by the crown were substantially the same as the bull of the Pope in the right to take by the sword all countries possessed by infidels, is an elaborate historical review, showing great research. The opinion by the Chief Justice, and the argument by Mr. Yerger, cover 157 pages in the book. The doctrine maintained is startling, but was reversed by Chief Justice Marshall. A bare quotation from his opinion (in 6 Peters) comes to us as a revelation from a court that knows and does justice, though the heavens fall. It is that "These motives for planting the new colony are incompatible witht, to which the right of purchasing
